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made a situation that ought to have been purely momentary
incapable of solution. The results of the blockade only came
later and as a consequence of the foreign policy pursued by
France.
The chief consequences of the armistice fall under four heads:
(a) The levies of the German Army deprived France of part
of her resources.
(&) The  joining of the  northern and  eastern  regions  to
Belgium or to the Reich has deprived France of her
principal resources in minerals and phosphates.
(i) The retaining of twelve hundred thousand agricultural
workers  as  prisoners  has   deprived  agriculture  of
labour.
(J) The creation of an internal frontier in the shape of a rigid
line of demarcation has prevented the country from
bringing its total resources into one unified whole.
These different points, which establish beyond dispute the
heavy responsibility of those who signed the armistice, demand
a few comments.
(a) The German Levies. The armistice clauses granting Germany
the rights of an occupying Power in two-thirds of our metro-
politan territory, and prohibiting the transfer of goods in -the
occupied zone to the free zone, allowed the Reich to procure
in France the goods and provisions necessary to maintain its
troops.
These clauses in themselves would have been normal had they
not been aggravated by two facts. On the one hand, the Reich
did not confine itself to installing in France occupying forces of
limited numbers; it organized a complete expeditionary army for
the invasion in the first place of Great Britain and then of the
Spanish peninsula; from this resulted the considerable increase
in the requisitioning necessary for the needs of the troops. On
the other hand, the allocation to the troops of high rates of pay
by issuing occupation marks, and further the fabulous indemnity
of 400 million francs per day, permitted the individual soldiers to
engage in reckless purchases.
With regard to provisions, at the beginning of the occupation the
troops confined themselves to pillaging stocks and shops or buy-
ing goods against occupation marks (issued by the Reichskredit
Kasse> which had itself advanced three milliards of Reichmarks
to the German Government), Then the regime was normalized
and a regular system of requisitioning came into force.
It was the regulations  drawn up by the military governor